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Alma, Michigan 48801

Dear Mr. L:u:coln:

This is in response to the Bay 1, 1984, lettar from Bem White, rep:euutmg
your Company, to Robert B. Basch of my staff. Mr. Whita's letter responded
to wy April 4, 1984, letter regarding Total's hazardous waste land txeatment
system. This letter also susmarizes the MDNR position reguding the
varicous items in Mr. White's letter which were discussed in a May 30,

1984, meeting between representatives of your Company and our Department.
As discussed in our May 30, 1984, meeting, based on reviewing Mr. White's
letter and proposal and intradepartmental discussion, we have concluded
that further studies at this site will not be able to conclusively show
that this land treatment system has not failed due to the complexities

of this lend treatment system. We have concluded, therefore, that this
system must be closed and the contaminated groundwater cleaned up,

In sddicion, the areal extent of contaminated groundwater dowmgradient
from the land farm mat be determined and cleaned up,

With regard to your Cmyany 8 spcciﬁc proposals, I will deal with each
of the items dumoed in ur. White's lettsr!

" 1. Groundwater Clean-up

The system proposed for cleaning up the groundwater contaminated
in the immediate vieinity of the land treatment system consists
of an upgradien: nlu'rry wvall end downgradient purge wells. The SR
Company, in proposing this system, clearly views this proposal v
a8 both a remedial measure as well as a system that will allow .
the land treatment system to continue to be operated. Our position
is that this may be an acceptable remedial measura. We do not '
agree, however, that thie system can be used to allow on~going
operation of the land treatment system. We will not agree with

any proposal for an operating system that allows hazardous wvastes

to reach the groundwater, In fact, we originally approved the

land treatment system because we were confident that these wastes
would not reach the groundwaters.
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Bssed on the foregoing, we believe you ghould enalyze cother alterratives [
for site closure and_plzgg:gp,_ In this regard you should present '
Informatior cutlining engimeering specifics of the alternatives

considered, the economic costs (both capital and cperating costs)-

of each alternative and the expected cleanup bencsfits achlevnd

by each alternative.

Our Department policy has been to allow contaminated groundwater

to bs diacharged to surface waters only if a high percentage of R o
contaminants are removed. In this respect we would expect the éé;} -_:}‘2
Company to document that such high degree of removal will be acc ishe
,jn_zb2_25g;::::'ffgggjgg,gsbgma;, In addition, if we do approve

of such a Company's KPDES surface water discharge pcrnxt _:] 3

will need to bs nodxf;ed.

2. The Extant'of the Contamination

Mr, White's letter and the proposal from your consultants only
described the plan of study to document the lateral and vertical
extent of the contamination in the immediate vicinity of the land .
farm., Our position is that this is inadequate and that the Company
must document the full extent of the contsminated plume not Jue&fb q
that SE;EIEB“EY‘EBt“ptﬁii*ii“thh ‘immediate vicinity of the land

farm. : . '

The Company muat not only document ths full extent of groundwater
contamination emanating from the land fam vic1n1ty, but also clean

up all of theaa conteninated groundwaters, not just those groundwaters 5
in the imsediate vicinity of the land faruw.

that will both document the full extent of the plume and result

in eclean-up of all of these contaminated groundwaters. The existing
proposal doss neither and is vnacceptadble. Lastly, as we have
repeatedly indicated to the Company, we are concerned with the
extensive amount of time that has elapsed. The Company should
conduct the remaining atndxes in an expedited fashion.

Therefore, the Company should present a comprehensive proposal i}g

3. Specific Elevated Conatxtnents

You should review this proposed study im light of the need to
gather data to complete the closure and clesn~up alternatives evaluated.
You have discussed this work with various MDNR staff and we encourage .

you to continue these discussions. We must repeat our earlier

point sbout the extensive lspse of time that has accompanied studies
addressing this issue. Again, you should commit the efforz and :} %
resources necessary to gather the needed data in as short 2 time

as possible.
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If you have questions or need further clarification, please contact
Mr. Robert Basch at 517-322-1300 or me,

Sincerely,

Delbert Raétor, Chief
Bazaxdous Waste Division
517-373-2730

cel FeE
R. Basch
T. McHeil/A. Howard
D. O'Neill
D. Cummings

J. Shauvarx






